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Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation

Dear Ms. Searcy:

Discovery Communications, Inc. ("Discovery"), by its
attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.1206(a)(2) -of the
Commission's rules, hereby submits an original and one copy
of this memorandum regarding a permitted ex parte
presentation to the Commission's staff regarding MM Docket
No. 92-266.

On Wednesday, March 17, 1993, at 2:15 p.m., Philip V.
Permut, of this firm, along with Ruth otte, Judith McHale,
Gregory Durig and Barbara Wellbery, of Discovery, met with
Douglas Webbink and Kathleen Levitz of the Commission's
staff. The discussion related to Discovery's comments and
reply comments filed in response to the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making in MM Docket No. 92-266, FCC 92-544 (reI. Dec.
24, 1992), which sought comment on the implementation of
various provisions of the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992 dealing with the
regUlation of cable rates.

A copy of the attached material was presented to the
Commission staff.



Ms. Donna R. Searcy
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Kindly direct any questions regarding this matter to
the undersigned.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

/ '\~

~/~v0/vv~
(,./ ~

Wayne /0. "Johnsen

WDJ/rr

cc: Douglas Webbink
Kathleen Levitz
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DISCOVERY COMMUNICATIONS

Presentation to the
Federal Communications Commission

,Program Access
"(March 17,: 1993)
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I DISCOVERY AND LEARNING I
~ n

- Edutainment

- Films and Documentaries that Educate
and Entertain f

- Using TelevisiQn tQ Educate, Inspire &
Broaden People1s Perspectives



ITHE DISCOVERY CHANNEL: 60 MILLION HOMES I
Documentaries on nature, the environment, science &
technology, human adventure, history & exploration.

ITHE LEARNING CHANNEL: 20 MILLION HOMES I
Films,series, &documentaries on history, science,
civilization. Plus how to~s from experts on cooking,
gardening, & home improvement. For preschoolers,
Ready, Set, Learn! Six hours a day of comercial-free,
violence-free programs teaching kids to read, to
conceptualize, socialize, &be ready for school.
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SUBSCRIBER ASSESSMENT OF ...,::=b<·

QUALITY OF PROGRAMMINej,w;,WQiJl' '92
nmllililiiili!miiiii illi!iiiilillUlUlUliililimlUlliiililiiUlllllilli!Ui UUlmlllUiUi illlUm! mUi!lliiliUiUliliiliiil i!iliiiiiiiiillil!lUiiiiliililiiiiiilliiiiiili!lliUliliiiliiiliiliiiiiiliiiliiiill mllltfiniliiUIUiilililiilllliliiul'i.Wi:'("I"lii!iiiiili iii iiiiiiiliiiiilliiiiiliiiiiiil

(Beta - 4 or 5 Rating) f~,', "8Cf\ <itt

The Discovery Channel i~o/b:/·<·
ESPN14°;'o
CNN 72%
A&E, ~icl<elodeCl:n 640/0

..(?::)(>' • ' -',>-.:'):. '.:':'»>,::
::""''''---- -- ~ ",... u .... _ -- _I 630/0

62%
56°;'0
490/0
45%

MTV 38%
Travel 360/0
CNBC/El 340/0



AGREEMENT WITH STATEMENT THAT CHANNEL IS HIGH QUALITY TELEVISION

STRONG AGREEMENT

USAABCTNTTBSCBSNBCA&EFOXCNNESPNDISC
00/0 I/J.'~

20%-

40%

60%

80%

Source: Yankelovich Clancy Shulman National Survey of Cable Subscribers. February. 1992.
Base: Viewers of Respective Networks.
Note: "Strong Agreement" =8.9.10 on 10 point scale where 1 ="completely disagree" and 10 ="completely agree."



AGREEMENT WITH STATEMENT THAT CHANNEL IS mGH QUALITY TELEVISION

TNTCBSTBSNBCABCMEUSA

COMPLETE AGREEMENT

ESPNFOXCNNDISC
0.0% "

10.0%--

20.0%-

30.0%'

40.0%

Source: Yankelovtch Clancy Shulman Nallonal Survey of Cable Subscribers. February. 1992.
Base: Viewers of Respective Networks.
Note: "Complete Agreement" = 10 on a 10 point scale where 1 = "completely disagree" and 10 = "completely agree."
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CABLE VIEWERS PUT DISCOVERY AT THE TOP OF THEIR LISTS!

% VIEWERS AGREEING NETWORK
CONTRIBUTES TO CABLE ENJOYMENT

80%

DSC CNN/HLN ESPN TWC FAM ME NICK USA LI1l' TBS TNN TNT

Source: Beta Research Corp., Fall 1992 Paul Kagan Assoclates,lnc. 1992



CABLE VIEWERS FEEL THAT DISCOVERY HAS HIGH $ VALUE

AVERAGE PERCEIVED MONTHLY VALUE

$3

$2

$0
ESPN nsc CNN/HLN A&E FAM NICK TLC USA TNT

Source: Beta Research Corp., Fall 1992 Paul Kagan Assoclates.Inc. 1992



QUALITY/TRUST SCORES (CONT.)
~
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(Viewtrak)

I Strongly Agree ...

This Channel Has Programs
the Whole Family Can Enioy

This Channel Is Unique
and Distinctive

Watching This Channel,ils (1
Worthwhile',l)se()f My t~ime

::::;
:.. ::';: .... ":;,

This Is"MyKind of
Channel ""

DSC

75°A>

75%

73%

630/0

'l~LC'

6.5%:)

62tftl

660/0

529{1

CNN

38%

60%

66%

530/0

PBS

62°A>

57%

590/0

48%
•

A&E

51%

52%

48%

44%



OUALITY/TRUS1' SC'ORES ·
~
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(Viewtrak)

I Strong Iy Agree ...

I Usually Learn Something
When I Watch

I Can Trust What I
See on This Channel

This Channel Is High <.q:

Quality Tele~isio~ ,

This Channel;[Ente'rtClins
While It Informs

DSC

82%

82%

77%

77%

'J I_,(~

710~)

6 yC)1.j

670/0

63CX>

CNN

72%

63%

65%

520/0

PBS

~3%

64°~

62%

60°A>

A&E

44%

51%

54%

52%
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TI-lREE PROGRA.MMING ·
S1""1RA.NDS TI-lA.l1 ARE WORK·ING:
l!illliiiiiiiiiiliJ![linmimiliilimiiiiiiiiililiimiliiiiiiiiiiiillllll!llllllliimiiilImmililiiiiiliimimimilmlllmmliilli§lll;~IIII!mnmmiili:iimillliillmmlmUili!!lim!!!!llmiiliimliimmml!mim!!lml!JI~®\..~~~~~~

G Ready, Set, Learn!

• Ups.cale "How to"

.Enri¢:~ment (History, Science)
: ~: ;,','

. :~: ~ -.'



1-lISl;ORY •
1IIIil I Ii!!mmmmimmilimiiiimnll! !!!!!iiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiimilmlll illllliiimmiiiil II !!III 1m!ll!!illI!i!!iiiiiiiliJiliiliiimmliimll!m!!llmmiiiii!!lmm:lJiiiiiiiii!ll!1 iiillimiiiiiiilllilliiiil Ii!lli!I]~~~~W

• The World: A Television History

• History's Turning Points

• The Legends of History

• Archeology

" .
-Storm '~rom the East (Mongol Empire)

.. i?

e Anciel1t Journeys
";<'i;':~ <; ~.

e .The Crusades

• CiviliS"ation
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lJPSC'ALE HOll7_TO •
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~ Family Handyman

• Renovation Zone

~ Furniture on the Mend
•

• Gardening Naturally

• CO'9ki~g with the Urban Peasant

.. Artcif Mexican Cookery
. . ,. .i}i;:·

• A Traveler-Is Journal

• Great Country Inns



CONSUMER RESPONSE TO THBNEW
LEARNING CHANNEL HAS Bfi:13N
ENTHUSIASTIC BY EVERyi\NEBSURE

_____________________~.~~ • __• ~~ ~ ~ a~~~aa. ~a • __~;.~...:..:.~i::~~~~~~£L:i~~~_':i::.:;:::·;~~ 2i~~~~:;.;~--------------------_ _._------------------_._-----------------_._----------------------_.------------------------------------_.,....----------.._._-----------.""~~---- .

lilt's stimulating and refreshing. I am planning on moving,
but am only looking to mo.yeto an area that airs lLC."

Jilt (llC) is ab$QlutEJ'y superb.we what television should be."



II f· f ··-::--ii:\ \:-:-:_-\:, :.. :: "
... whole amlly 0 seven kids loves/:8eaKma\I't\--::~:_:-)lC)rld .••

the one year old cries when t~e prdjiram gf6tsfOFned off.
It's corny and they love it.~~:ll1ey are<I1t}-gl<eCl on it. Whoever
produces this should be gl'1~rJ:9n Emmy-- it's great, equal to
IJSesame Street" wl)l-.,-:-:itfirsl:-\\came out ... pass the information

h · h I ,,:,,-,1.1' .:,.:".}••..to t e rig t peop ~+->-:



........

,A~\t~;
J~our channel is fantastic. I have thr~g..t.~nlll my:ti~l):I:I\

company that if they remove TLC/TI:C"o",:III:·;ibe..:llstem ...
I will no longer be a customer." .. /.:; .::::::::::.::\:::::::::;

'.:.:.:.;.:..

... '....... . ,.' ..:.:-;.:

11(1) have a 14-year old sq~\;vvitb Down'~···syndromewho
functions at a levelgf:::Q 4':Jj·..S::year old and doesn't relate to
115 5 II .LJ<:·:···::··<··<b·· f h· JJR d 5esame treet.::/:Ijlowe"er,n eeause 0 wate Ing eo y, et,
Learn!" he hg:~.al~l:adyD~en:·motivatedto bring his own bowl
to the breg.(Jsl:;~t:d:'I@,fCliPuton his own coat and to get out

O~l(~~~a'E~".,~~:Jj""".
q~!fj~{(r /11)1



.~,';D;:t\;i4-t'
IIA big thank you to all the people V\fi811;avl·\~·!.tg.,d'''}~LCa part
of our lives. TLC burns like ~... brigHf\;~eac~I;l··::8'1':;,r;ason and
enlightenment in an ageir'l>.hich th@tn"Q;§S media serves no
higher function than to a~lstb@.,izeour>minds and to relieve
us of any need for:::"s~if:itCJIf:~:i·nl<ing... Again, congratulations
on a truly great a~~ieve",enl~·\Keep up the good work."



IIWe were away fqtti·:tieibpll':of days and the cable carried
TLC. This bt2:1;.k ~:lpady,$et;;\:'Learn!) is great for children,

--<)
III must write you and praise your morning:1~~al:'I.1_iljl.:;ows.
What a breath of fresh air! I've spr~g:rJ... till wOf,~~:,d:~j\[j'very
one I know with pre-schoolers to ~'f:C\"·:::TBli~)l.n..J~IJ morning.
Sesame Street has become so pol:illcaIlY,,::lp:r'll:i~:itisn't even
fun anymore. But your S~:9~S areii'1Q2.!i:IPt and captivating.
We especially love BOO.l~:~ and'Kf:~ CATS."

.. -.....-.'.... ..;.;:::;:::::;:-::;:;.....
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